Access to Argyll and
Bute (A83)

TRANSPORT

September 2020 SCoTLAND

Feedback form

Thank you for taking the time to visit the website showing our plans for this project.

Transport Scotland will use the content of your feedback form to help inform our work on this project.
Personal information will only be retained for the period of this project. All completed feedback forms will be
shared with our consultants as required.

1. of the eleven route corridors on display, we are particularly interested in any local issues or constraints you
feel should be taken into consideration in design and assessment work. We would be grateful for any such
feedback in the box below - either in general terms or specific to certain options.

We are of the opinion that new infrastructure where there is little currently existing is not desirable in the

wilder quarters of the Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park.

Development within the envelope of existing infrastructure is more desirable, and we think that

engineering solutions for Option 1 would be more appropriate than Options 2 or 3. We have no opinion

currently on Options 4-11.

There are some existing forestry roads within the Options corridors but these are not comparable to

trunk road development. Substantial re-engineering of tracks in remote and quiet glens would be

required and this would be incompatible with the Special Qualities of the National Park, which need to

be taken into account.

There is a significant issue for the proposed Routes 2 and 3 of the Project: Wild Land Area 6 - Ben Lui.

Wild Land Areas are recognised by National Planning Framework 3 and Scottish Planning Policy as a

nationally important asset.
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2. Community group

Are you a member of any community group that you feel should form part of our engagement plans?
If so which one?

Mountaineering Scotland represents the interests of the mountaineering community in Scotland - nearly
15,000 hillwalkers, climbers and snowsport tourers, and 162 mountaineering clubs. We would welcome
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3. Do you think the format for the virtual sharing of information on this project and the opportunity to contact
the team via email or telephone is suitable? Can you suggest any alternatives?

Your formats for sharing information seem appropriate in the current public health situation. You may
wish to consider virtual workshops or presentations as your plans develop.

Transport Scotland and its agents will process any personal information provided on this form and it will be recorded solely for the
purpose of this engagement exercise and in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

PLEASE USE THE BACK OF THIS FORM TO SUPPLY YOUR CONTACT DETAILS.



Contact details (optional)
Name

Davie Black

Address

Access & Conservation Officer
Mountaineering Scotland

The Granary

West Mill Street

Perth

Postcode

PH1 5QP

Telephone

07555 769325

Email

access@mountaineering.scot

Please email your completed feedback form by 30 October 2020 to the project team.
Email to: transportscotland@bigpartnership.co.uk

Transport Scotland will consider your comments and feedback as part of the further consideration and development of this project.
If you would like a hard copy of this form or require a special format you can email the address above or contact us on:

Telephone: 0333 880 6685, and all submissions will be shared with our consultants as required. We may also use your submission
to inform future reports or public documents related to this activity.

If you choose to provide contact details with your submission, Transport Scotland will only use your contact details for the purpose of
keeping you updated with the progress of this activity. Your personal data will be deleted on completion of this project and you can opt
out of receiving updates about this project from Transport Scotland at any time by contacting the team.

The provision of contact details is optional and your comments will still be considered if provided anonymously. However, Transport
Scotland will be unable to respond to your submission if you choose not to provide these details.



	Question 1 Other please specify text box 11: Your formats for sharing information seem appropriate in the current public health situation.  You may wish to consider virtual workshops or presentations as your plans develop.
	Question 1 Other please specify text box 2: We are of the opinion that new infrastructure where there is little currently existing is not desirable in the wilder quarters of the Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park.  
Development within the envelope of existing infrastructure is more desirable, and we think that engineering solutions for Option 1 would be more appropriate than Options 2 or 3. We have no opinion currently on Options 4-11.
There are some existing forestry roads within the Options corridors but these are not comparable to trunk road development.  Substantial re-engineering of tracks in remote and quiet glens would be required and this would be incompatible with the Special Qualities of the National Park, which need to be taken into account.
There is a significant issue for the proposed Routes 2 and 3 of the Project: Wild Land Area 6 - Ben Lui. Wild Land Areas are recognised by National Planning Framework 3 and Scottish Planning Policy as a nationally important asset.  
Paragraph 200 of SPP states "Wild land character is displayed in some of Scotland’s remoter upland, mountain and coastal areas, which are very sensitive to any form of intrusive human activity and have little or no capacity to accept new development. Plans should identify and safeguard the character of areas of wild land as identified on the 2014 SNH map of wild land areas."
Paragraph 215 states "In areas of wild land... development may be appropriate in some circumstances. Further consideration will be required to demonstrate that any significant effects on the qualities of these areas can be substantially overcome by siting, design or other mitigation."
Local Development Plan policies also protect areas with wild qualities.
Option 3 has a section of the route going through the Wild Land Area.  Option 2 runs along the edge of the Wild Land Area.  NatureScot has recently published technical guidance for assessing the impacts on Wild Land Areas. A major trunk road is unlikely to be compatible with the identified wild qualities for this area.   
These hills within the National Park, commonly known as the "Arrochar Alps" are an important recreational resource enjoyed by hundreds of walkers, climbers and wild campers.  The perceptions of this particular landscape by recreational users are an important consideration.
There is a bothy in Gleann Uaine, off the Kinglas Water, that has been recently refurbished and which walkers use to enjoy the wild qualities of these hills - solitude, remoteness, peace.  It lies very close to the Option 2 area of search.  Its viability as a hillwalking resource is threatened if a trunk road was built next to it.
The description for both Option 2 and Option 3 mentions that the corridor passes through similar terrain to that of the Rest and Be Thankful. Given the similar topography and climatic conditions, it is likely that similar issues to the existing A83 in Glen Croe may arise on both these options, reducing their attractiveness as an alternative to the existing Glen Croe route.
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